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Throughout the year the Little Sisters, 
Residents, staff and volunteers have 
responded to Pope Francis’ invitation to 
celebrate the Jubilee Year of Mercy. Many 
special moments of prayer have been held 
in our beautifully renovated chapel, which 
was blessed by Archbishop William E. Lori 
in October, 2015.   

The Jubilee Year began in Advent with 
a changing display of quotes and photos 
highlighting the corporal and spiritual 
works of mercy. A large Advent calendar 
also celebrated the theme and prayer cards 
were given to each Resident.  

Designated as official Holy Doors, our 
chapel entrance was draped in blue and red 
to resemble the rays emanating from the 
heart of Jesus in the Divine Mercy icon, 
a replica of which was commissioned and 

blessed and given a 
prominent place 

in the chapel. 
Each day 
our family 
of Little 

Sisters, Residents, staff and friends gathered 
to pray the Chaplet of the Divine Mercy for 
religious liberty. 

The highlight of the Jubilee Year came 
with two pilgrimages. The first was a simple 
pilgrimage held in the home. We processed 
from one of our beautiful gardens to the 
Holy Doors where we prayed, crossed the 
threshold, prayed the Chaplet and heard 
meditations written by St. Padre Pio. 

The second was a pilgrimage to the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception. Nearly fifty 
Residents and volunteers enjoyed a day at 
the Shrine, celebrating Mass at the chapel 
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, enjoying 
lunch in the Shrine cafeteria and taking a 
tour of the Basilica.  

Our prayers were not only for ourselves 
but for our families, volunteers and 
benefactors who support the mission at St. 
Martin’s Home. Here our doors are open to 
the poor and elderly. Every day the spiritual 
and corporal works of mercy are visible as 
God pours out his graces in abundance.  

The Year of Mercy

Continuing the work of  
Saint Jeanne Jugan, 
our mission is to offer 
the neediest elderly of 
every race and religion 
a home where they will 
be welcomed as Christ, 
cared for as family and 
accompanied with dignity 
until God calls them to 
himself.
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Volunteer Mary Ellen Keck and Residents Barbara 
Gardner and Mary Lou Bizner along with Mother 
Joseph Caroline at our Chapel’s Holy Doors.

BY: FR. STAN DEBOE, O.SS.T. 



Little Sisters of the Poor

Zach Kaminski crossed the finish line of the 
third annual Nun Run, made the Sign of the 
Cross, looked up and pointed to heaven. Zach 
finished the run in record time, and made a very 
public expression of faith. This 
is not unusual for Zach. “I do 
that after I finish every run.” 
Whether it’s a race or daily 
training, Zach completes his 
run praising God. “It’s a habit. 
Every time I can put one foot in 
front of the other, it is a blessing 
from God.” Those watching the 
event commented how impressed they were by 
Zach’s public show of faith.

Zach and 783 others ran and walked to support 
the Little Sisters of the Poor on Saturday, 
September 10 at the Cathedral of Mary Our 
Queen. Caitlin Keefe was the top female runner 
for the third year in a row. Also participating were 

many virtual runners from around the country.

To see a slideshow of the event, visit our 
website www.littlesistersofthepoorbaltimore.org. 
Also, look at our website for announcements 

about next year’s Nun Run on 
September 9, 2017. Zach is already 
looking forward to it. Join him and 
the Little Sisters in support of St. 
Martin’s Home! 

We express  sincere thanks to 
our 3rd annual Nun Run sponsors: 
the Baltimore Ravens, St. Agnes 

Hospital, Mr. & Mrs. Mike Ruck, Peggy Wills 
(Independent Advisor), Creative Memories, 
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, Hubbard Funeral 
Home, Roto Rooter, Archbishop Spalding, 
Mount de Sales Academy, St. Mary’s Seminary, 
Seton Keough High School, and The Cathedral 
of Mary Our Queen School.

Zach Kaminski in the lead 
during our 3rd annual Nun Run

Zach Kaminski in the lead 
during our 3rd annual Nun 
Run.

Nun Run award winners:
2016 Parish Pride Winner 

Parish with the most registered runners/walkers  
St. Ignatius, Hickory

2016 Flying Nun Winner  
School with the most registered runners/walkers  

Mt. de Sales Academy

2016 Blisters for Sisters Award 
Team with the best time 

Ascension & St. Augustine Fun Run Team

Thank you: Runners, walkers, virtual runners, sponsors, 
committee members, volunteers and friends!

“Every time I can 
put one foot in 

front of the other, 
it is a blessing 

from God.”



Over 350 guests enjoyed our 12th annual 
Celebrating the Gift featuring food stations 
manned by “Celebrity Chefs”:  Msgr Rick 
Hilgartner, returning 2015 champion,  (Penne 
alla Vodka), Friar Matthew Foley, OFM Conv., 
(Pasta alla Norcina) Father Michael Foppiano 
(Marinated Shrimp), and Father Steven Roth 
(Chicken Francese). Based on the amount of 
“tips” placed in the tip jars, Friar Matthew Foley 
received the gold medal and honor of being 
Celebrity Chef 2016. Jennifer Gilbert of Fox 45 
News emceed the event and Quorus entertained 
the audience with their musical talent. In addition 
to the Silent Auction, guests took chances on 61 
Wine & Dine bags which included a bottle of 
wine or champagne and a gift certificate to local 

restaurants.  And, the lucky winner of our popular 
50/50 raffle received a check for over $15,000!

Special guest, Archbishop Lori, spoke of the 
Mission of the Little Sisters and the need to support 
them in their care of the elderly. Our guests were 
especially generous defraying the cost of heating 
St. Martin’s during the winter months.  

Thank you to the 2016 Gala Committee 
(Lidia Paz-Baker, Joanne Bauman, Kim David, 
Stephanie Hoyle, Shirley MacDonald, Amy 
Macko, Gat Meredith, Kellie MacDonald, Sharon 
Smith, and Julie D. Woods) for another successful 
event for the Little Sisters and Residents! Be 
sure to visit our website for a slideshow of  
the evening.

This past summer the Knights of Columbus bestowed its 
highest honor, the Gaudium et Spes Award, on the Little Sisters 
of the Poor for their selfless charity and defense of religious 
liberty. 

The Little Sisters were the 12th recipients of this prestigious 
award. They are the first group to be honored in this way.

Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William Lori read the 
citation for the award, “The teachings of the faith they cherish 
are based on the love they have for God and the poor whom 
they serve each day.”

Accepting the award for the Little Sisters of the Poor, Mother 
Loraine Marie, provincial superior of the Baltimore province, 
said the Sisters never would have chosen to be witnesses for 
religious liberty by challenging a government mandate, but the 
Sisters knew they had to stand up in order to continue their care 
for the elderly with a clear conscience, she stated. Looking out 
at the hundreds of supporters at the dinner provided her with 
“a glimpse of the heavenly banquet,” she said.

The inaugural Gaudium et Spes Award was given to Mother 
Teresa of Kolkata in 1992.

St. Martin’s Celebrates the Gift

Little Sisters of the Poor accept the 
Gaudium et Spes Award 

Friar Matthew Foley is our 2016 Celebrity Chef!

Mother Provincial Loraine accepts the Gaudium et Spes Award.

ST. MARTIN’S HOME



From the Development Office 

Save the date

We are always tremendously grateful for the generosity of our donors. If you would like to 
help St. Martin’s Home, please consider one of these giving opportunities:

• Prayer – Please keep our Residents in your daily prayers. Please also pray for the families 
who have loved ones at St. Martin’s.

• Donation – Donations to St. Martin’s help us in many ways. From improving our facilities 
through our capital campaign, Caring Today ~ Building Tomorrow, to enhancing the 
activities we provide to our Residents, your generosity will have a definite impact on the 
lives of others. 

• Volunteer – Some volunteers enjoy visiting with Residents, while others make bingo 
extra special, assist a Resident who loves puzzles, or share a talent such as music or art. 
Whatever your gift for giving may be, you will find something here that you love doing!

From our Development family to your family, have a wonderful, blessed Christmas season.

IT’S IN THE BAG 
Sunday, April 23, 2017

Join us as we host our inaugural “IT’S IN 
THE BAG” handbag auction on Sunday, 
April 23, 2017 at Rolling Road Golf Club. 
The event is from 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. and 
includes a breakfast buffet and silent auction 
featuring new, designer handbags – some 
accompanied by a scarf, piece of jewelry 
or gloves. Invite your friends – mom, 
daughters, sisters, girlfriends and relatives to 
“IT’S IN THE BAG.” Learn more about the 
mission of the Little Sisters of the Poor; visit 
and dine with the Sisters and Residents and 
bid on beautiful handbags!

Dear Friends of St. Martin’s,

For the Little Sisters of the Poor, caring 
for the elderly is the living response to the 
words of Jesus, “Whatever you do for the 
least of my brothers, you did for me.” Our 
happiness lies with our Residents and with 
you, our wonderful benefactors and friends. 
Many good things were accomplished with 
your generosity throughout 2016.  We could 
not do the good we try to do without your 
assistance, both material and spiritual.

 The following words found in Psalms 71 
capture the wisdom and the fortitude of the 
needy elderly: “Do not cast me off in the time 
of old age; forsake me not when my strength 
is spent.” These words are a reflection of the 
aspirations of St. Jeanne Jugan in her care of 
the elderly of her time. And the Little Sisters 
share this same desire when caring for our 
elderly brothers and sisters.

 As we approach Christmas, please know 
that you and your intentions have a daily 
remembrance in our prayers. May God 
continue to bless you and your family during 
this holy season.

Wishing you a blessed Christmas!

Mother Joseph Caroline, l.s.p.

A Simple Note 
By: Mother Superior

Visit us at www.littlesistersoFthepoorBaltiMore.org

St. Martin’s Home 
welcomes Sister Celestine 
and Sister Michele Mary!
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You shop. Amazon gives.

Remember Amazon will donate 
0.5% of the price of your eligible 

AmazonSmile purchases to Little 
Sisters of the Poor of Baltimore 

whenever you shop on 
AmazonSmile. Designate Little 
Sisters of the Poor Baltimore as 

the recipient.


